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The destruction of democracy 


he time has come to stop the jokes about 
prime minister Boris Johnson’s inadequacies 
and wake up to the fact that Britain is being 
taken over by longtime extremists who have 
been brought into vital positions of power. 
We would like to recognise the work of two journalists who 
have lifted the rocks in Downing Street to reveal a nest of 
supporters of political extremism and terrorism, seated 
at the top tables of government and working in various 
strategic positions running the country. 

The first journalist is Andy Beckett who wrote in the 
Guardian on 1 August to ask why Johnson’s party had 
fallen for a tiny sect of provocateurs. 

He revealed a group of highly 


intellect and political toughness. Mirza was once another 
leading member of the RCP. 

Other former RCP members are sitting on important 
policy and strategic advisory bodies. The RCP has morphed 
politically a number of times, from backing the IRA to 
strongly supporting Thatcherism. But regardless of its 
twists and turns, its members always landed on their feet. 
Furedi, Mick Hume and Brendan O’Neill appear regularly 
in the Spectator, which formerly employed Johnson and 
now seems to be Downing Street’s house magazine. 

In recent years Johnson has struck up a close friendship 
with Evgeny Lebedev, the son of a former KGB officer. 

Lebedev owns media outlets in 
Britain and has supported Johnson in 


intelligent extremists who entered the Johnson gave a life peerage every election in which he has stood. 


political scene in the 1960s and 1970s 


Lebedev has also hosted Johnson at 


under the name of the Revolutionary to Claire Fox a rece nt Brexit his Terranova palazzo in Italy several 


Communist Party. Many of this 


times, including when he was foreign 


elitist group came from abroad. They Pa rty M EF and forme rE leading secretary. Lebedev has also been given 
promoted terrorism and praised the me mb er of th e RCP Sh e i Ss a life peerage by Johnson. 


IRA’s bombing of civilian targets in 


The long-delayed report published 


Britain. not the on ly ex- RC P me mb er by the parliamentary intelligence 


Five days later, David Aaronovitch 


used his Times column to write about with appare nt influ ence 


the RCP. He focused particularly on 

its support for the IRA’s bombings in 

Britain, one of which took the lives of 

two schoolboys in Warrington. The RCP created a pro-IRA 
group called the Irish Freedom Movement. It also threw 
its support behind the Bosnian Serb forces during the 
Balkan wars, when these forces carried out the massacre 
of Bosnian Muslims at Srebrenica, the 25th anniversary of 
which was marked in July this year. : 

In July Johnson gave a life peerage to Claire Fox, a 
recent Brexit Party MEP and former leading member of 
the RCP. But she is not the only ex-RCP member with 
apparent influence. 

The RCP used to produce a magazine called Living 
Marxism. One of the founder members of the RCP and 
a writer for Living Marxism was Frank Furedi, who 
now writes for the libertarian online publication Spiked. 
Johnson’s main political advisor, Dominic Cummings, 
is said to be in awe of Munira Mirza, who now heads 
the Downing Street policy unit. He greatly admires her 
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and security committee in July 
exposed the web of Russian influence 
that permeates the upper ranks of 
the British political and business 
establishment and the alleged billions 
of pounds of dirty money invested over decades in British 
real estate, business and luxury goods. We hope the new 
head of MI6, Richard Moore, will be more proactive in 
dealing with Russian assassins and subversives than 
his predecessors, and will also scrutinise Russia’s two 
propaganda operations in Britain, RT and Sputnik. In 
fact we hope he will have the courage to shut them down, 
although he will be lobbied by the BBC over concerns that 
any move against these outlets could result in retaliatory 
action against the BBC’s Russian operations. 

Perhaps he will also end the creation of honey traps 
in Britain staffed by young female products of Moscow 
University’s language and intelligence school, who often 
come via third countries including Austria and Sweden. © 


Gerry Gable, editor 
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Reports round-up By Gerry Gable 


Dominic Cummings’ 
Russia connection 


As the parliamentary 
intelligence and security 
committee's long awaited 
“Russia report” is now in the 
public domain, it's time to 
have a recap of the Russian 
connections of prime minister 
Boris Johnson's advisor, 
Dominic Cummings. 

While at Oxford University in the 
early 1990s, Cummings was very 
close to his tutor, Norman Stone. 

In 1992, Stone was granted access 
to examine the KGB archives in 
Moscow, the first western academic 
to be granted such permission. 

That year, research shows that 
Stone arranged accommodation 
for a former student, to whom he 
was close as a friend, in the flat of a 
former KGB agent in Moscow. 

In the same year, Cummings visited 
Moscow and stayed there as he 
was seeking to establish a regional 
Russian airline. Between 1992 and 
1994, Cummings (seen below beating 
a carpet, during his Russia trip) 
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became fluent in Russian, while living 
in Russia. The airline he was trying 

to establish appears to have fallen 
foul of organised crime and there is a 
possibility that Cummings would have 
had dealings with the KGB in relation 
to this. 

Following the collapse of this 
airline venture, Cummings returned 
to Britain, although there is very 
little information relating to his 
activities between 1994 and 1996. 

Cummings publishes a blog 
consisting of essays on a range of 
topics. Reference is made only once 
to Russia's president, Vladimir Putin, 
in a piece with a distinctly mocking 
tone that is critical of the British 
press and their portrayal of Putin, 
US president Donald Trump and 
others. 

“A conspiracy of baddies (Putin, 
Trump, Farage, hedge funds), 
dangerous sounding technology 
(that approximately nobody in 
politics/media actually understands), 
awesome superpowers wielded 
by secret forces (often a powerful 
meme historically) and so on - the 
perfect conditions for ‘unreason’ to 
flourish,” he writes. 

Cummings’ blog also reveals 
his knowledge of the KGB and 
its operations to counter cyber- 
warfare. “The old Technical Faculty 
of the KGB Higher School ran 
similar courses; one of its alumni 
is Yevgeny Kaspersky, whose 
company first publicly warned of the 
cyberweapons Stuxnet and Flame 
(and who still works closely with his 
old colleagues).” That is not exactly 
condemning of Russia’s operations 
in this area. 


DFLA hasa 


he racist football hooligans 
} of the Democratic Football 
Lads Alliance had a disastrous 
day out when they descended on 
Westminster on 13 June, supposedly 
to “defend” war memorials from Black 
Lives Matter protestors. 
The thugs were caught out as they 
fought with police and aimed abuse 
and threats at black people. One 
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bad day as Black Lives Matter thrives 


member even urinated on the memorial 
for a murdered police officer. Their 
behaviour sparked public outrage at 
their violence and racism. The backlash 
was so strong that the DFLA later 
announced it was quitting the “defence” 
of statues, amid huge internal tensions. 
On the day of the DFLA demo, local 
Black Lives Matter protests took place 
around the country without incident, 
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while Stand Up to Racism organised 
a counter-demonstration and young 
mainly black activists physically 
confronted the DFLA. 

The DFLA’s Westminster turnout 
was large — estimated at between 2,000 
and 5,000-strong — with football firms 
travelling from around the country 
to take part. It also staged a number 
of smaller local gatherings near war 


memorials. The events on 13 June 
followed a DFLA mobilisation in 
Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, when thugs 
hurled racist and sexist abuse at Black 
Lives Matter protestors. 

But the DFLA’s inability to hide 
its racism and violence proved to be 
its undoing, leading to widespread 
condemnation — and to bitter internal 
rows and recriminations. 
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Battling brothers 


Maurice and Murray Podro were members of the 43 Group, the post-war Jewish 
anti-fascist organisation. Daniel Sonabend remembers the pair of staunch fighters 


aurice Podro, a 
veteran of both eS 
the 43 Group and Maurice Podro, 
its successor, the who died in May 
62 Group, passed this year 
away in May. His older brother 
Murray, who died in 2017, was the 43 
Group’s head of intelligence before 
also joining the 62 Group. But the pair 
had an even longer history of anti- 
fascist activism, dating back to the 
Battle of Cable Street. 
On 4 October 1936 Harry and Anne 
Podro, makers of fine leather goods 
in Whitechapel, east London, were 
determined to keep their sons inside. 
Murray, aged 10, and Maurice, eight, 
had been caught up in the political 
fervour that was sweeping the East End 
and their father threatened, “If you go 
out of the house today, I’ll murder you.” 
Maurice obeyed, but Murray slipped 
out at the first opportunity. As the 
crowds surged towards Cable Street, 
Murray headed to Tower Hill, where 
Oswald Mosley’s fascist Blackshirts 
were gathering, and pushed through 
the legs of the curious onlookers. 
When Mosley’s sports car pulled up, 
Murray was only a few feet away and 
always remembered the figure of the 
uniformed fascist leader emerging from 
his car and saluting his followers. The 
police cleared the crowds, but Murray 
escaped their attention and continued 
to observe the man about whom he 
would later claim, “If Mosley scratched 
his nose, I would know an hour later.” 
When Murray returned home he 
got a beating from his father, a tough 
man raising tough sons. Life in the East 
End could be difficult — antisemitism 
was rife and became virulent once 
the Blackshirts began their East End 
campaign in the 1930s. Jewish boys like 
the Podro brothers had to keep their 
wits about them to avoid a battering 
and fighting was essential to survival. 
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Then came the Second World War. 
Murray stayed in the East End, one 
of the most heavily targeted areas 
of London, during the Blitz, while 
Maurice was evacuated to Ely, in 
Cambridgeshire. In 1944, Murray was 
called up to the Royal West Kents, 
but was invalided out following a bad 
accident. Maurice joined the RAF in 
1945, just after the war had ended. Both 
boys had grown into big, tough men, 
and Maurice was also a keen boxer. 

As the war drew to a close, Britain’s 
Jewish community began to reckon 
with the horrifying scale of the Nazis’ 
crimes. The Podro family began to 
understand that the unanswered letters 
to their many relatives in Paris signified 
the worst. And Britain’s fascists were 
returning to the streets. Guided from 
the shadows by Mosley, organisations 
like Jeffrey Hamm’s British League of 
Ex-Servicemen held provocative street 
meetings in Jewish areas. 

Jewish service personnel returning 
from the battlefields were furious, a 
feeling only heightened by the refusal 
of the authorities to step in. They 
decided to take matters into their own 
hands, and in September 1946 formed 
the 43 Group, vowing to oppose 
fascism by any means necessary. 

Murray was a very early recruit 


for the group, while Maurice joined is the author of 


shortly afterwards. As he was an We Fight Fascists: 

active serviceman this contravened The 43 Group and 

the ban on participating in political Their Forgotten 

activity, but Maurice did not care. Battle for Post War 
Whenever Maurice was home on Britain 


Murray Podro, 
the former head 
of intelligence for 
the 43 Group 
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Daniel Sonabend 


leave, he would change into his civvies 
and go out as part of the group’s 

East End section to smash up fascist 
platforms. Maurice successfully led 
this double life until near the end 

of 1947, when he attended a fascist 
meeting at Speakers’ Corner, in 
London’s Hyde Park, with his father. 
There he heard a Mosley supporter 
insulting Harry. 

Without a moment’s hesitation 
Maurice smashed the fascist to the 
ground. A policeman immediately 
collared him but when Maurice 
explained he was defending his 
father, he was released. Unfortunately 
a photograph of the incident 
found its way into the following 
day’s newspapers. Maurice’s RAF 
commanding officer was furious, so 
he pretended he had no idea about 
the prohibition on attending political 
meetings and promised not to attend 
any more. Fortunately he only had a 
couple of weeks of service left and at 
the start of 1948 he was back out with 
the 43 Group on the streets. 

It was around this time that 
Geoffrey Bernerd, the group’s chair, 
recruited Murray to be its new 
head of intelligence, maintaining 
and improving the group’s highly 
effective operation. It was a role he 
took incredibly seriously. Even when 
I interviewed him decades later he 
refused to give the names of those he 
infiltrated into the fascists’ ranks. 

He did, however, speak of some in 
more general terms and praised their 


skill and bravery. He spoke particularly 
highly of a blonde, blue-eyed spy who 
became one of the fascists’ most trusted 
bodyguards. This anti-fascist mole was 
able to provide excellent intelligence — 
Murray fondly remembered him as “our 
blue-eyed boy”. 

As head of intelligence Murray was 
meant to keep a low profile, but he 
continued to attend the fascists’ street 
meetings, and sometimes his hatred of 
them got the better of him. In August 
1948, Murray was attending a street 
meeting in Mile End and watching 
Jeffrey Hamm speaking from atop a 
large loudspeaker van. Hamm said 
something that made Murray’s blood 
boil. In an almost trance-like state, he 
spotted a loose concrete slab lying on 
the ground next to him, picked it up, 
and hurled it. 


Smashing 


The slab fell sweetly on Hamm’s head 
and the fascist crumpled, smashing 
his head on the metal rails fixed to the 
van’s roof. Hamm’s minions panicked 
and quickly drove the van to the 
hospital, with Hamm still unconscious 
on the roof. The following day Murray 
was arrested, but all charges were 
later dropped. 

Both Murray and Maurice remained 
in the 43 Group until its closure in 
1950. In the 1960s they joined the 62 
Group, with Maurice becoming an 
active member, roughing up National 
Front leader Martin Webster on at least 
three occasions. Searchlight editor 
Gerry Gable fondly remembers Maurice 
from this time and recalls an early 
skirmish with the Mosleyites outside 
east London’s Hackney town hall when 
Maurice went straight for one of the 
largest fascists and smashed him to the 
ground. Maurice then grabbed him by 
the jacket with such force that the lapels 
came off. “Next time you buy a suit,” 
he told the fascist in disgust, “go to a 
proper Jewish tailor.” 

From the 1980s onwards Maurice 
gave talks in schools and synagogues 
about his anti-fascist activities. He 
was incredibly proud of standing up 
as a Jew against fascism. Murray, by 
contrast, very rarely spoke of his time 
in the 43 Group. But he shared his 
brother’s pride in standing up for his 
community and playing his part in the 
fight against fascism. e 
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recently spent a considerable length of time in 

the county of my birth, Lancashire, or to be more 

precise, East Lancashire. Within East Lancs lie towns 

such as Blackburn, Pendle, Colne and Burnley. These 

were, of course, the old cotton towns, which thrived 
in the days when there was a common saying: “England’s 
bread hangs by Lancashire’s thread.” 

Shortly after the end of the Second World War, the cotton 
industry fell into terminal decline. The slow collapse had 
begun about 30 years previously with the end of the First 
World War but, at that stage, it was almost imperceptible. 

The local mill owners refused to invest in modern machinery, 
their attitude being summed up by one JA Bottomley, known 
to one and all as “Jim Alf’, the owner of a large mill near 
Oldham, who was quoted as saying, “These looms will see me 
out and I don’t give a bugger what happens after that.” 

What happened after that was that by 1947 or 1948, local 
people in large numbers were telling the “Jim Alfs” of this 
world that they didn’t “give a bugger” about his cotton mill 
either. And he and his kind were struggling to find workers. 

The result of this was the employment of large numbers 


Mill town 
malaise 


East Lancashire's cotton towns 
have long been a target for the far 
right. Ray Hill, a former Searchlight 
mole inside the fascist movement, 
reflects on the area where he grew 
up and, overleaf, we look at the 
response of Burnley football fans 
to a high-profile racist incident 


of female workers on very low wages and even larger 
numbers of Asian men on near starvation pay. This 
resulted in the mill owners managing to breathe a short 
extension into the life of the Lancashire cotton industry 
until about the mid 1950s but by then, with only the very 
odd exception, Lancashire cotton was dead and buried. 
This article is not intended to be a lesson in modern 
history. I do, however, believe that some understanding of 
our relatively recent past is necessary for us to understand 
our present position with its multiplicity of problems. 
Because, please believe me, we do have some very real 
problems. We have, in East Lancashire, what amounts 
almost to a housing apartheid. I can sit in my son’s front 
garden, which is located on a main road, enjoying a 
barbeque for three or four hours, and never set eyes upon 
anyone of Asian heritage. Equally surprising is the fact 
that just about a mile and a half along that same road is an 
entirely Asian area where seeing a white man is just as rare. 
Around 20 years ago, the British National Party targeted 
towns in this area, including Oldham and Burnley. But 
perhaps the most disturbing event in recent times occurred 
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at the last European Parliament elections, in 2019. “Tommy 
Robinson”, the fascist former leader of the English Defence 
League whose real name is Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, visited 
Burnley in his campaign to win a seat in the North West 
constituency and held a meeting on a former council estate 

— “former” because Burnley council has off-loaded almost 

its entire housing stock. It was Robinson’s best-attended 
meeting of the campaign — and he received the highest vote of 
any independent candidate in the north of England. 

Racism is openly touted in the pubs and clubs of the ° 
entire area. One elderly man said to me, just a few weeks 
ago, “What the hell ever happened to integration? Don’t 
you remember when it was the buzzword of all the bloody 
trendies? You never hear it mentioned now. Now it’s 
multiculturalism or some such bloody nonsense. But how 
many of these damned do-gooders are prepared to say, 
‘Sorry, lads, we got it wrong about integration.’ It will be a 
bloody miracle if you can find me one.” 

This man was in late middle age. He told me he was not 
going to vote in the next election. “My dad would spin in 
his grave like a bloody top if I ever voted Tory but there 
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The once thriving 


cotton mills of 
East Lancashire 
towns like Burnley 
are silent now 


is no way that I can vote for anybody else,” he said. “The 
Liberals would drag us back into Europe and the Labour 
Party is a traitor to the white English working class.” 

These attitudes are, unfortunately, almost endemic among 
his kind. And there are a lot of them. These attitudes have 
been passed on to younger people — particularly men — in the 
area. I am not optimistic about the future in East Lancashire. 
The Tommy Robinsons of this world have, I believe, far more 
reason for optimism than have the Ray Hills. 

This is not, however, an excuse to raise the white flag. 
The reasonable, honest and decent people of this country 
in general, and of East Lancashire in particular, are in for 
a difficult time. However, we have beaten the odds before 
and we can do it again. Indeed, this is a fight that we must 
win, otherwise we would dishonour our forebears who 
turned back Oswald Mosley’s Blackshirts in London in the 
1930s, and — even further back — the Lancashire people, 
one of my direct ancestors among them, who stood against 
charging soldiers at St Peter’s Field, Manchester, fighting 
and dying for social justice at “Peterloo”. Let us, please, not 
dishonour their memory. S 
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Clarets say 
Black Lives 


Matter 


Anti-racist Burnley fans spoke out after a plane towing a racist banner appeared at 
the club’s match against Manchester City. Burnley stalwart David Moreton reports 


4 he banner to me 
felt like a turning 
point.” Those are 

the words of James, 

one of the organisers 


of the Burnley Fans Against Racism 
page on Facebook. He was referring 
to the banner — reading “White Lives 
Matter Burnley” — that was towed by 
an aeroplane over the football match 
between Manchester City and Burnley 
on 22 June. 

The banner, flown by a company 
operating out of Blackpool airport, 
was organised by a group of fans 
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of the Lancashire football team as 

a racist response to the Premier 
League’s support for the Black Lives 
Matter campaign. 

It quickly became clear that the 
main instigator of the flypast was Jake 
Hepple. A cursory glance at Hepple’s 
social media accounts makes it clear 
that he is also a fan of fascist “Tommy 
Robinson” (real name Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon), who later travelled 
up to Burnley to interview Hepple for 
his social media channel. The pair 
were subsequently photographed 
together in Spain, where Robinson 


The racist 
banner (above) 
was countered by 
anti-racist Burnley 
fans who made a 
video supporting 
Black Lives Matter 
with their selfies 
(below) 


has recently appeared, claiming to be 
relocating his family. 

The club’s swift condemnation of 
the banner — along with skipper Ben 
Mee’s powerful post-match interview 
— were widely praised. But some of 
the responses on social media fan 
pages point to there being a section of 
Burnley fans who were critical of the 
anti-racist response of both their team 
and captain. 

This may not be a surprise to those 
who remember the early 2000s, when 
the level of support for the fascist 
British National Party in the town saw 
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it achieve considerable success and 
representation on Burnley council. 
James, who travels overseas regularly, 
says, “Even abroad my club’s support 
is associated with the far right.” 

And recently local Post Offices were 
targeted by an organisation calling 
itself the British Liberation Militia, 
whose openly fascist and pseudo- 
religious leaflet (see photo, right) was 
framed with swastikas and included 
violent cartoon illustrations. 

It proclaimed, “One Britain, White 
Britain,” and advised recipients, 

“GO AWAY, LEAVE OUR TOWN 
AND COUNTRY OR FACE THE 
CONSEQUENCES,” threatening that 
those who failed to comply would 
receive a bullet in the head. 

In such an environment the launch 
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of Burnley Fans Against Racism is 
both welcome and important. And 

it is not the only group launched 

by Burnley fans in response to the 
banner. Clarets Against Racism 

was launched on the night of the 
Manchester City game and worked 
with the club in producing a video 
that was shown before Burnley’s next 
match, at home to Watford. The video 
is a montage of Clarets fans showing 
their support for the Black Lives 
Matter movement — see below for 
some of the photos. 

For Tom, a season ticket holder, 
“The joy of the video was the fact that 
the club and the fanbase were doing 
something proactive to support the 
cause and to denounce the message 
we had all been unfairly tarred with.” 


Nazi leaflets 
have circulated in 
Burnley recently 


Burnley Fans Against Racism 
organised a well attended Black Lives 
Matter event in Burnley town centre 
and are looking at organising a five-a- 
side football tournament with teams 
from across the community. 

Both anti-racist fans’ groups were 
set up on the same day and are in 
touch with each other. In time they 
may merge. An important point to 
remember is, as James points out, “It 
shows the depth of feeling after the 
banner incident that two groups of 
people who don’t know each other felt 
the need to set up groups along the 
same lines.” 

The level of support for the far 
right among a section of Burnley fans 
should not be dismissed, but for many 
fans the City game was a turning 
point. Tom sums up the feelings of the 
majority of fans watching the game. 
“The match was horrendous but I 
was barely taking it in — seeing that 
banner felt like losing 10-0.” 

The swift response of our club, our 
captain, and the emergence of both 
Burnley Fans Against Racism and 
Clarets Against Racism shows that an 
increasing number of Burnley fans are 
ready to speak out and challenge both 
the openly racist elements among the 
fanbase and wider perceptions of the 
club and town. 

There is lots of work to be done — 
but there is a real willingness to do 
it among Burnley fans who oppose 
racism. ® 
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Cracked corps 


Italian fascism has been hit by a series of setbacks, with the Forza Nuova party in 
particular showing signs of strain. Alfio Bernabei examines the latest developments 
here and, overleaf, reports on new revelations about the Bologna bombing of 1980 


talian fascist organisations have 


suffered setbacks in the past 
few months, with the Forza 
Nuova organisation riven with 
faction fighting and splits, 
while a key court case has ended with 
two fascists convicted of attacks on 
journalists receiving jail terms. 

The FN and its leader, Roberto 
Fiore, are facing an unprecedented 
string of defections, prompting some 
commentators to claim that the party 
may be about to disintegrate. Key 
members and hundreds of militants 
in dozens of towns in the Romagna 
region, central Italy, got together to 
formally announce a revolt. 

“After more than 20 years of 
activity in this region we are leaving 
the political organisation led by 
Fiore,” they said in a statement. “The 
incoherence and lack of trust in the 
conduct of the national secretaryship 
mean that at the present time Forza 
Nuova no longer has the necessary 


attributes to lead the People towards a 


real struggle against the System.” 
The split appears to have been 
caused by Fiore when he sacked 
two members of the party’s national 
executive in April, accusing them of 
“unworthiness”. Fiore tried to present 
the hundreds of defections that 
followed as a minor problem — but 
further defections occurred in the 
Puglia region, in southern Italy, with 
the departing fascists again blaming 
Fiore’s “incoherence with regard to 
the founding principles of the party”. 
The details regarding the 
“incoherence” are unknown, although 
some have pointed to incompatibility 
between the party and its links with 
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Roberto Fiore the party’s 


is facing se 
splits in his 


organisation, known 
Forza Nuova, fascist 
which recently 


unveiled a 
logo 


business activities. A couple of months 
ago Fiore came under pressure when 
Giorgio Mottola, a journalist working 
for the Report TV programme, 
investigated the origins of the party 
and asked Fiore to explain where the 
money came from to set it up while 


he was still a fugitive from 
justice living in London. 
Fiore’s reply that he 
was helped by God 
didn’t sound too 
convincing. 
He was 
also asked 
about his 
links with 
Russia, 
which he 
did not 
deny. 

To add to 


rious problems, 
two well 


activists — one 
new of them from 


——> 


the FN — have been given heavy prison 
sentences of five and a half years 
each after a string of attacks against 
journalists carried out in recent years 
by fascists belonging to organisations 
including the FN and CasaPound. 
These attempts at 
intimidation were 
reminiscent 


of early 
incursions 
against 
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newspapers by Benito Mussolini’s 
Blackshirts in the 1920s. 

The harsh sentences send a signal 
that such threats may no longer be 
tolerated as they have been in the past. 
The sentences were handed down after 
a trial centred on an incident in 2019 
when a reporter and a photographer 
from the Italian weekly L’Espresso 
were attacked. One of them was kicked 
and slapped in the face under the 
eyes of the police while the pair were 
reporting on a fascist ceremony at the 
Verano cemetery in Rome. “I don’t care 
a **** about the police presence,” one 
of the attackers told the journalist. “I'll 
shoot you through the head.” 

It took more than a year for the 
case to come to court. One of those 
convicted was Giuliano Castellino, the 
FN leader in Rome, who was formerly 
a militant of CasaPound. He was 
already under special surveillance and 
subject to a banning order, accused 
of threatening behaviour on various 
occasions, including anti-immigrant 
demonstrations. 

The other convicted attacker is 
Vincenzo Nardulli, who belongs to 
Avanguardia Nazionale, a fascist 
organisation that appears to be a copy 
of the eponymous movement set up 
in 1960 by Stefano Delle Chiaie. The 
original Avanguardia Nazionale was 
outlawed in 1976, when it was deemed 
to be intent on reconstituting the 
Italian Fascist Party and presenting a 
threat to national security. 

The director of L’Espresso, Marco 
Damilano, welcomed the verdict 
against the two attackers, as did 
the Italian National Federation of 
Journalists. “This is a time of threats 
and repeated attacks against the press 
[in Italy],” Damilano said. 


Protected 


“A group of self-proclaimed 
neofascists felt protected by what they 
considered to be a climate of impunity 
and perhaps by certain political 

forces which were at the time at the 
Ministry of the Interior.” This was a 
reference to Matteo Salvini, leader of 
the Lega party, who was minister of 
the Interior between June 2018 and 5 
September 20109. Salvini has made no 
secret of his contacts with the “third 
millennium fascists” of CasaPound. 
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As for Nardulli, the mere fact that 
he belongs to Avanguardia Nazionale 
raises the spectre of a dangerous 
organisation that many thought had 
disappeared 44 years ago when it was 
outlawed. Its resurgence not only 
adds another element to the already 
crowded galaxy of fascist groups, 
but also coincides with striking new 
revelations that will be investigated 
as part of renewed efforts to identify 
more of those involved in the 1980 
bombing of Bologna railway station 
in 1980, which killed 85 people (see 
page 16). 

Avanguardia Nazionale was 
an offspring of the Gruppi Armati 
Rivoluzionari (Armed Revolutionary 
Groups) linked to fascist organisations 
which, back in the 1960s, included 


_ Ordine Nuovo led by Delle Chiaie and 


Pino Rauti. 
Front 


Acting in the background was Gladio, 
the post-war NATO-backed “stay- 
behind” organisation that hid its 
activities behind a string of front 
groups, some even purporting to be 
of the left, in order to confuse the 
press and public opinion and conceal 
activities from investigators. 

Our feature overleaf describes how 
Masonic lodge Propaganda Due, led 
by Licio Gelli, was an arm of Gladio 
dealing with the staging of terrorist 
attacks, such as the Bologna bombing. 

It has now emerged that on that 
horrific day a German tourist took 
a short film 12 minutes before the 
explosion. The film was unearthed 
only recently in Italy’s state archives. 
A man with a moustache and curly 
hair has been identified by his former 
wife and named: Paolo Bellini, 

a former terrorist belonging to 
Avanguardia Nazionale. 

Way back in 1992, Bellini was 
named by two witnesses as being 
present at the station, but after 
producing an alibi he was left a free 
man and went to Brazil. 

Now Bellini will be questioned 
again by prosecutors in Bologna to 
find out if he had links with those 
thought to have masterminded the 
atrocity: Gelli, Federico Umberto 
D’Amato, Quintino Spella, Piergiorgio 
Segatel, Domenico Catracchia — as 
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well as the fascists already sentenced 
for planting the bomb: Giusva 
Fioravanti, Francesca Mambro, Luigi 
Ciavardini and Gilberto Cavallini. 

Coincidentally, in an interview a few 
months ago, Ray Hill, Searchlight’s 
former mole inside the British far right 
(see page 10), named another former 
associate of groups close to Ordine 
Nuovo and Avanguardia Nazionale 
— Enrico Maselli — as someone who 
might be in a position to throw light 
on events of that period. Six months 
before the bombing, Hill says he was 
contacted by Maselli who told him “a 
series of attacks” had been planned 
that would cause “lots of problems”. 

Maselli asked Hill for help to find 
safe houses in Britain for those who 
would be fleeing Italy. Maselli has 
confirmed that he spoke to Hill, but 
has denied any involvement with 
the bombing. The Bologna public 
prosecutor is now investigating the 
content of the interview. 

Meanwhile, controversy 
continues over the decision by the 
administrative court in Latina, 
near Rome, to allow the Catholic 
Dignitatis Humanae Institute, in 
which US president Donald Trump’s 
former advisor and international far 
right link-man Steve Bannon plays 
a leading role, to use the Trisulti 
Abbey at Collepardo, central Italy, for 
activities such as Bannon’s School for 
European Nationalists and Populists. 

The court upheld an appeal filed by 
Bannon’s representatives, rejecting 
an eviction order from the Ministry 
of Cultural Heritage, which had 
barred this use of the Benedictine 
monastery on grounds of dubious 
documentation and a failure to meet 
other requirements. Local people were 
also up in arms against the Anglo- 
American initiative. 

Bannon claimed a victory after 
the Latina court ruling. Enrolments 
for what has been dubbed the 
“Judeo-Christian West Academy” are 
understood to have started in June, 
with courses broadcast online from 
the US because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. It is expected that the 
Italian ministry will appeal against 
the court’s decision in a renewed 
effort to get Bannon to seek premises 
elsewhere. 8 
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ecret organisations need 
money — and it can take 
time for the paper trail to 
emerge. But documents 
seized from Licio Gelli, the 
head of Masonic lodge Propaganda 
Due (P2), back in 1982 are now 
thought to reveal payments made to 


the fascist terrorists who carried out an 


attack at Bologna railway station on 2 
August 1980 that killed 85 people and 
wounded 200. 

The documents, seized in 
September 1982 when Swiss police 
arrested Gelli in Geneva, are at the 
centre of renewed inquiries by the 
Bologna public prosecutor. Details 
appear to note payments made to 
those who took part in the initial 
planning — which may have started 
18 months before the explosion — 
and to those who later sidetracked 
investigations into the atrocity. 

At the time of his arrest, Gelli 
was a fugitive from justice. Police 
looking into financial transactions 
and money laundering involving the 
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The clock at 
Bologna station 
has remained 
stopped at 10.25, 
the time when the 
bomb went off 40 
years ago 


Who paid 
for the 


Bologna 


bombing? 


Details of how Italian fascists massacred 85 
people in 1980 are still emerging from the 
shadows. Michele Zacchi follows the money 


Mafia organisation Cosa Nostra, the 
Vatican and the secret services of 
various countries had raided his villa 
in Tuscany on 17 March 1981. Inside, 
locked in a safe, they found a list of 962 
names — all members of P2, which was 
not just a Masonic lodge but, rather, the 
architecture of a “state within a state”. 
On the list were three Italian ministers, 
67 other politicians including 44 MPs, 
and 52 government officials. It also 
contained 208 army and police figures, 
including highly placed secret service 
agents, 18 magistrates, 49 bankers, 120 
industrialists and 27 journalists. 

Gelli had fled abroad. An arrest 
warrant was issued. The Swiss 
government froze one of his bank 
accounts with a huge sum of money 
in it — and when he went to the bank 
to find out why, he was arrested. 

This is when a document headed 
“Bologna — 525779 — X.S.” was found 
in his possession, with a number that 
corresponded to a current account 
opened by Gelli at the Union Bank of 
Switzerland (UBS) in Geneva. 


For reasons which remain unclear, 
the document reached Italy only in 
1986. Even more strangely, it was 
photocopied and sent to the Bologna 
prosecutor — but without the front 
page where the name “Bologna” 
appeared. This made it difficult to 
interpret it as having an explicit link 
with the attack at the railway station. 

Finally re-examined in its original 
form, the document reveals a $5m 
operation led by Gelli and managed 
through “MC”, his Italo-Swiss advisor, 
Mario Ceruti — this being part of the 
larger sum of $10m that Gelli and 
Umberto Ortolani, the P2 banker, 
stole from the collapse of Roberto 
Calvi’s Banco Ambrosiano, whose 
major shareholder was the Vatican. 
This is the money that is now thought 
to have been used to pay those who 
carried out the Bologna massacre. 

Crucially, on one paper, Gelli notes 
that he has “delivered cash” for “one 
million dollars” from “20 to 30 July 
1980”, that is about a week before the 
terrorist attack. This was followed, 
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a month after the bombing, by $4m 
paid into a UBS account in Geneva. 
The investigators believe that the 

$1m cash payment was delivered to the 

terrorist organisation Nuclei Armati 

Rivoluzionari (NAR) as an advance 

during a meeting in Rome. Gelli was 
/ in the capital at the time, staying at 
the Excelsior Hotel, and Ceruti may 
have handed the money to Francesca 
Mambro and Valerio Fioravanti, who 
have each served a sentence for their 
part in the Bologna massacre. 

Mambro and Fioravanti were 
among the founders of the fascist 
NAR organisation when it was set up 
in 1977, probably as an armed youth 
wing of Gladio, the NATO-backed 
“stay-behind” post-war organisation 
in Italy. NAR committed 33 murders 
in four years, not counting those at 
Bologna. Its members had close links 
with the Banda della Magliana, a 
criminal organisation, which provided 
false papers, weapons and bombs, 
some of which were kept hidden in the 
basements of Italy’s health ministry. 
NAR was also in contact with agents of 
SISMI, the Italian secret service, along 
with high-ranking military figures and 
members of P2. In 1980 a second front 
organisation was set up, called Terza 
Posizione, or Third Position. 

After the Bologna attack, a number 
of NAR members, including Massimo 
Morsello and Alessandro Alibrandi, 
took refuge in London along with 
members of the Third Position, such 
as Roberto Fiore, now head of Italy’s 
Forza Nuova fascist group, which 
he and Massimo founded. The NAR 
killer, Luciano Petrone, joined them 
at the centre of a network of Italian 
drug dealers, art gallery owners and 
antiquarians. 

Carlo Calvi, the son of the Banco 
Ambosiano banker — who was found 
hanged under London’s Blackfriars 
Bridge in 1982 — is convinced that 
Gelli’s money was reaching the large 
group of Italian fascists in Britain, 
the country Gelli spoke of as being 
at the head of the world of Masonry. 
He recently told the Italian TV 
programme Report that some of the 
money Gelli gave to Ceruti was passed 
by the latter to antiquarians, who 
in turn were helping the fugitives. 
“The role of Italian antiquarians in 
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London was fundamental for Gelli — 
the money they received from the P2 
helped to finance the Italian fascist 
fugitives who fled Italy soon after the 
attack in Bologna,” he said. 

The Bologna prosecution will 
reopen investigations in the autumn. 

After 40 years of attempts to identify 
those responsible for the massacre it 
has finally dawned that uncovering 
the full truth is much more than a 
question of justice for those who lost 
family members, but is a necessity for 
Italy and its democracy as a whole. 
This was made clear during the 
ceremony marking this year’s 4oth 
anniversary of the attack, which took 
place in Bologna’s main square due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. Usually, 
the annual march through the town 
is led by the families of the victims, 
ending at the railway station, where the 
main clock still shows the time of the 
explosion — 10.25am. 

Significantly, this year’s ceremony 
was preceded by a visit by Italy’s 
president, Sergio Mattarella, 
who referred directly to the fact 
that because of uncertainties still 
remaining over those behind the 
attack, the very principle of the 
country’s democratic system was 
at stake. He was followed by the 
president of the senate, Elisabetta 
Casellati, who declared, “Without the 
truth, Italy has no future.” In turn, 
prime minister Giuseppe Conte also 
indicated that the last secrets about 
the massacre must be made public. 

And here is the real stumbling block: 
some secret papers remain classified. 
Why? Over the past 40 years the 
Bologna tribunal has put on trial and 


Licio Gelli, in 
Masonic gear, 
and the papers 
found at his villa 
that confirm the 
$4m transaction 
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sentenced NAR terrorists Gilberto 
Cavallini and Luigi Ciavardini, as well 
as Mambro and Fioravanti — and it has 
named the masterminds acting under 
the umbrella of the P2 led by Gelli. 

But we must not forget that Gelli 
was a guest at the White House on 
at least two occasions — he kept 
the invitation cards signed by US 
presidents Ronald Reagan and Jimmy 
Carter. One of the reasons that papers 
about Bologna remain classified 
must be because Italian governments 
since 1980 have found it impossible 
to confront and question the secret 
services of states ranging from the 
US to countries in Latin America and 
Europe, including Britain. Probing 
the issues risks difficulties in relations 
with several governments. 

Faced with the possibility of 
disclosures and the declassification of 
secret papers, Mambro and Fioravanti 
issued a statement on the 4oth 
anniversary of the attack, reiterating 
their innocence. This may also have 
been intended as a reminder that they 
are in position to name those who 
recruited them to a clandestine fascist 
armed group — and maybe Italian 
heads of state who knew what was 
going on but felt they had no choice 
but to submit to the power of those 
beyond Italy’s borders who believed 
they could treat the country as if it was 
under their control. ® 
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Paramilitaries 
from the HVIM 
fascist group on 
the march 


Hungary's far right is realigning, with Jobbik softening its policies, while Fidesz makes an 
authoritarian turn — and paramilitaries are on the march again. Martin Smith reports 


Back to the streets 


he far right is taking 

to the streets again 

in Hungary — and its 

target is the country’s 

Roma community. 
In May this year, two young men 
were tragically stabbed to death in a 
brawl in the centre of Budapest, the 
country’s capital. Both victims were 
supporters of Ujpest FC, Budapest’s 
oldest football team, and one 
allegedly had links to the far right. 
The tragedy rapidly developed into a 
hate-fest, with far right groups and 
pro-government tabloid newspapers 
claiming that the perpetrator was a 
young Roma boy. 

In the aftermath of the murders the 
fascist Our Homeland Movement (Mi 
Hazdank Mozgalom, OHM) organised 
an unauthorised demonstration in 
front of the National Roma Self- 
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Martin Smith 


writes about 
fascism and 
the far right at 
dreamdeferred. 


org.uk 


Government building in Budapest. 
Eyewitnesses report that platform 
speakers raised the racist notion of 
“Gypsy crime” and demanded a halt 
to Roma integration programmes, 
arguing that the money saved 
should be used to re-establish the 
gendarmerie — the hated police force 
that carried out anti-Jewish policies 
under authoritarian ruler Miklés 
Horthy in the 1930s and 1940s. 

The OHM demo then marched 
down to the site of the killings, 
to join a 3,000 strong protest by 
football hooligans. Mingling among 
the protesters were contingents 
from hardcore violently racist 
paramilitary group the Outlaws’ 
Army (Betydrsereg), the Hungarian 
offshoot of Generation Identity and 
other fascist groups. The crowds 
chanted anti-Roma slogans alongside 


football songs. This protest and its 
composition have clear parallels with 
the street movement that erupted 
from 2017 to 2019 around “Tommy 
Robinson” — real name Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon — and the Football 
Lads Alliance (later the Democratic 
Football Lads Alliance) in Britain. 
The events in Budapest are part of 
a growing racist movement against 
Hungary’s Roma community. This 
has developed against a background 
of anti-Roma racism stoked by Viktor 
Orban’s far right Fidesz government. 
In January, after a long-running 
case, a Hungarian court awarded 
criminal damages to Roma families 
in the town of GyOngyéspata, whose 
children had been forced to attend 
segregated schools. Orban, who 
had opposed the legal challenge, 
then announced that he would hold 
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a “national consultation” on the 
Gyongyospata case, in an attempt to 
mobilise racist opinion and thwart 
similar attempts to secure Roma rights. 

Over the past 18 months far right 
paramilitary gangs have staged “night 
patrols” in Budapest and the city of 
Szeged. Gangs of thugs in paramilitary 
uniforms tour Roma neighbourhoods 
harassing and threatening people. 
These “patrols” also target drug 
addicts and homeless people. 


OHM 


Laszl6 Toroczkai is the self- 
proclaimed leader of the OHM 

and a key figure in the far right in 
Hungary. He was a founding member 
of the Sixty-Four Counties Youth 
Movement (Hatvannégy Varmegye 
Ifjtisagi Mozgalom, HVIM), an 
ultra-nationalist and irredentist youth 
movement. 

HVIM organises the annual Magyar 
Sziget festival, a cultural and political 
gathering that has attracted more 
than 10,000 activists, including past 
delegations from the British National 
Party, Golden Dawn from Greece 
and the French Front National (now 
Rassemblement National). 

Toroczkai joined the nazi Jobbik 
party sometime in 2007-8 and in 2013 
he was elected mayor of Asotthalom 
in southern Hungary, near the border 
with Serbia. 

Asotthalom has become a 
laboratory for putting warped fascist 
theories into practice. I visited the 
small town two years ago. There 
were warning signs at the entrance 
to the village saying LGBT people 
and Muslims were not welcome. The 
council in Asotthalom has introduced 
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measures banning the construction of 
mosques, the Muslim call to prayer, 
and religious clothing such as the 
hijab, niqab and burqa. 

During the 2016 “refugee crisis”, 
Toroczkai formed a private armed 
border security force that illegally 
deported refugees entering Hungary. 
It is widely believed that ex-BNP 
leader Nick Griffin lived in the village 
in 2016 — he certainly encouraged 
Christian white nationalists to move 
to Asotthalom. 

Toroczkai became Jobbik’s 
vice-president in 2016 and stood 
in a leadership contest in 2018. He 
was the candidate of choice of the 
most extreme rightwing elements 
of the party. Toroczkai rejected the 
modernisation strategy adopted by 
Jobbik and called for the paramilitary 
Hungarian Guard (Magyar Garda) to 
be reformed. 

He also wanted the party to adopt 
a more openly anti-Roma and 
anti-migrant platform. Toroczkai 
received 46.2% of the votes in the 
internal election, narrowly losing to 
the leadership’s preferred candidate 
Tamas Sneider. 

Toroczkai, along with three former 
Jobbik politicians — Istvan Apati, 
Erik Fiilop and Janos Volner — split 
from the party to form the OHM. The 
new group won 3.3% of the vote in 
Hungary’s 2019 European Parliament 
elections. In local elections, also held 
last year, the party managed to win 
eight seats in county assemblies. 

Last year the OHM organised a 
300-strong anti-Roma parade in the 
town of Tordkszentmiklés, 80 miles 
east of Budapest. A leading member 
of the fascist party told several 
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May that brought 
together football 
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brawl 


hundred supporters that it was a 
“demonstration for order”, against 
“Gypsy crime” and that the country 
needed defending from “Gypsy 
terrorists”. 

In May 2019, the party formed the 
National Legion (Nemzeti Légio), 
supposedly a uniformed “self-defence’ 
group. Toroczkai says the aims of the 
legion are to “teach self-defence, basic 
military skills and defend Hungary”. 
It is clearly modelled on Jobbik’s 
Hungarian Guard. 


Jobbik 


Toroczkai models the OHM on Jobbik’s 
early phase of development, between 
2003 and 2013. This era saw Jobbik 
move from the political fringes to 
become Hungary’s third largest party. 
Between 2007 and 2013 Jobbik’s main 
political focus was on its campaigns 
against so-called “Gypsy crime”. 

With some success, Jobbik was 
able to racialise crime and portray 
all Roma people as “criminals” and 
“benefit cheats”. Its racist rhetoric was 
reinforced with violent and provocative 
marches conducted by the Hungarian 
Guard, which was banned in 2009, 
but was reestablished after Jobbik 
circumvented the law by renaming the 
paramilitary organisation. 

The majority of the leadership 
of Jobbik believed the party was 
poised to take power at the next 
general election. In order to widen 
its electoral appeal Jobbik undertook 
a modernisation strategy in 2013. 
It now defines itself as a “Christian, 
conservative, centre-right, socially 
sensitive people’s party”. 

There is no doubt that Jobbik has 
undergone a significant transformation. 


> 
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It has mothballed the Hungarian Guard, 
claims it wants to work with Roma 
people, apologised for its antisemitism 
and junked its more aggressive anti- 
capitalist and irredentist policies. This 
year’s election of Péter Jakab as party 
president shows the transformation 
Jobbik has undergone. Jakab is open 
about his Jewish heritage and the fact 
that his great-grandfather died in the 
Nazi death camp at Auschwitz. Only 
seven years earlier, Jobbik MEP Csanad 
Szegedi had to resign from the party 
when it was revealed that his mother’s 
family was Jewish. 

But the modernisation strategy has 
not brought about the electoral gains 
the leadership had sought. Jobbik lost 
two of its three MEPs’ seats in last year’s 
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Viktor Orban 


(top) is leading 
Fidesz further to 
the right, while 
new Jobbik party 
president Péter 
Jakab (above) 
symbolises 

the party's 
modernisation 


European elections, while in the local 
elections Jobbik stood on lists with 
anti-Fidesz centrist parties, with mixed 
results. But Jobbik mayoral candidates, 
standing as independents, did win in 
the cities of Eger and Dunatijvaros. 

Jobbik is rudderless at the moment 
— and the paramilitary forces of the 
OHM and the dramatic rightward 
shift of Orban’s Fidesz government 
are undermining its base. 


Fidesz 


Since its election in 2010, Orban’s 
far right Fidesz government has 
become more and more authoritarian, 
undermining the power of the courts 
and independent media. Orban 
has adopted extreme anti-migrant 
measures and targeted Hungary's Roma 
population to gain electoral support. 

He is also keen to tap into 
antisemitism. Orban drafted the 
notorious “Stop Soros” laws — a 
package of measures criminalising 
anyone who helps migrants or asylum 
seekers. The laws are named after 
US-Hungarian philanthropist George 
Soros, who is Jewish, to reinforce the 
antisemitic conspiracy theory that 
Soros is responsible for immigration 
into Europe. Fidesz also uses attacks 
on Soros as an election campaign 
theme. 

Fidesz’s sweeping election victory in 
April 2019 gave the party more than 
two thirds of the seats in parliament, a 


“supermajority” that allows it to pass 
any legislation it wants — and, crucially, 
to make constitutional changes. 

In the winter of 2018 the 
government passed a law compelling 
workers to work 400 hours of 
compulsory overtime a year. To rub 
salt into the wounds, employers did 
not have pay the overtime wages 
for up to three years. Mass protests 
erupted on the streets, uniting all the 
main parties — including Jobbik — 
against the Fidesz government. 

The demonstrations broke down 
some boundaries: it was wonderful to 
see young Roma activists marching 
with their ethnic Hungarian 
counterparts. The government was 
shaken by the protests, which carried 
on into January 2019 and ended 
with the main parties calling for an 
electoral front to beat Fidesz. 

But since then, Orban has used 
xenophobia, anti-Roma sentiment 
and antisemitism to shore up his 
government. He has also used his 
two thirds majority and the Covid-19 
crisis to introduce an emergency 
powers law that allows him to rule by 
decree — indefinitely. The state now 
has the power to jail people for up to 
five years if they promote “false facts” 
about the virus or “interfere” with a 
quarantine or isolation order. 

Orban also wants to introduce a 
new law to end gender recognition 
rights for trans people and make it a 
legal requirement for passports and 
ID cards to revert to the sex of the 
holder at birth. 

Overnight Orban has transformed 
himself from an authoritarian leader 
into a dictator. Nowhere in Europe 
is the far right in all its guises as 
electorally strong as Hungary. In the 
2019 Euro elections the combined vote 
of Fidesz, Jobbik and the OHM was 
more than 62% of the total votes cast. 

The strategies and tactics deployed 
by the far right are not static and 
are in a constant state of flux. 

While Jobbik is modernising its 
image, Fidesz is now Europe’s most 
authoritarian party. Throw into the 
mix the return of paramilitarism 

in the form of the OHM and other 
groups and the situation is toxic — 
persecution and the threat of violence 
aimed at Roma and Jewish people is 
real and dangerous. r 
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Under siege 


Roma people are facing renewed persecution and violence amid racist incitement 
by political leaders in several countries across Europe, writes Ulrike Schmidt 


ate speech and demonisation of Roma 

people by politicians in several European 

countries are inviting police brutality 

and increased racist violence by far right 

vigilantes. In Hungary, for example, Zsolt 
Bayer, the co-founder of the ruling Fidesz party and close 
friend of prime minister Viktor Orban, described Roma 
people as animals. Similar inciting language has been used 
by rightwing populist and far right politicians in Italy, 
Bulgaria and the Czech Republic, fuelling racist marches, 
pogrom-style violence and hate crimes. 

The history of Roma people in Europe is one of 
persecution, culminating in the Nazis’ murder of an 
estimated 600,000 during the Holocaust. Roma people 
face continuing racist violence, forced evictions and 
discrimination in housing, employment and education 
today. This long history of persecution and discrimination 
has left many Roma communities in central and eastern 
Europe desperately poor. Lack of electricity and running 
water as well as overcrowding in many Roma quarters and 
villages makes it very difficult for families to stay safe. 


Access 


In Slovakia, 23% of Roma settlements have no access to 
a public water supply. In addition, many Roma people 
with insecure employment have lost their jobs during the 
coronavirus lockdown and many families are suffering 
severe food shortages. 

Coronavirus does not discriminate between those it 
infects, but the governments of Hungary and Bulgaria 
are always eager to use racism and to blame the minority 
group. The Bulgarian National Movement, a junior partner 
in the country’s government, presents Roma people as a 
threat that needs to be “controlled and contained”. Several 
Roma communities, settlements and villages were forcibly 
closed off by police and military units, leaving many 
families unable to get to work, without food and access 
to healthcare. The state of emergency in Bulgaria ended 
on 13 May. But several Roma neighbourhoods were kept 
under strict lockdown. For example, in Yambol, the homes 
of 10,000 people remained locked down with police and 
gendarmerie preventing anyone from leaving. 

In Slovakia, the authorities placed five Roma settlements 
under mandatory quarantine, enforced by the police and 
the military. On 27 April, five Roma children from the 
quarantined village of Krompachy ventured into the forest 
to play and collect firewood. A police officer forced the 
children into a tunnel and beat them mercilessly with his 
truncheon, resulting in horrific injuries. An international 
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outcry resulted in the president of Slovakia ordering an 
investigation into the violence. 

Meanwhile in the Romanian town of Bolintin-Vale, 
on 18 April, eight Roma men were physically abused by 
the police while lying handcuffed and defenceless on the 
ground. A video captured the men screaming in pain while 
the police beat them. The police also mistreated a 13 year 
old boy and dragged residents out of their homes, hitting 
them on their body and bare feet. In response to public 
pressure, an investigation was ordered and the head of the 
police force that led the assault was dismissed. 

Hungary’s Orban doesn’t need coronavirus to scapegoat 
and demonise the Roma population. When the district 
court in Debrecen awarded damages to Roma families who 
had been discriminated against in education for over a 
decade, Orban stated that he would stop the court ruling 
from being implemented and described Roma people as 
workshy and unruly. 

But in a great victory for human rights, the country’s 
supreme court upheld the decision that the Roma children 
subjected to 10 years of segregated and substandard 
education should be paid compensation. Despite pressure 
from the government, the judges stood firm. Orban’s 
government will now be seeking to introduce new 
legislation in a bid to prevent the courts making such 
rulings in the future. e 
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Boogaloo 
bandwagon 


US white supremacists are jumping on the back 
of public issues such as the coronavirus crisis to 
build their movement, warns Leonard Zeskind 


fter the white 

nationalist march and 

rally in Charlottesville, 

Virginia, in July 2018 

— when anti-fascist 
Heather Heyer was murdered -— it 
became popular in some circles to 
declare that the white nationalist and 
far right movements had been badly 
damaged by their violence and by a 
lawsuit taken out against the rally’s 
individual organisers. 

And it is true that the legal 
defendants are in a tight squeeze, even 
though the proceedings have not yet 
begun in court. Richard Spencer, for 
one, recently declared himself unable 
to afford an attorney in his defence. 
Further substantial gatherings made 
up solely of white supremacists have 
largely been invisible to the naked eye. 

But these events have nevertheless 
occurred in great numbers. And the 
white supremacist movement as a 
whole has not been deterred, even 
with the lawsuit pending. 

Indeed, white supremacists of all 
kinds have been operating within 
larger contexts and conflicts, rather 
than simply issuing calls and rallying 
by themselves. They have continued 
to grow strong as opposition by 
anti-racists becomes more difficult — 
although not impossible. 

Since the murder of George Floyd 
by Minneapolis police on 25 May, 
waves of anti-racist protests have 
reached from large cities to medium- 
sized towns. In every corner of the US, 
people of every skin colour have taken 
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to the streets, most flying banners that 
read “Black Lives Matter”. As a result 
of these protests, there have been 
many positive changes. For example, 
Mississippi state legislators voted to 
remove the Confederate “Stars and 


Bars” from the state flag. And the owner 


of the Washington DC-based American 
football team with the racist name 
“Redskins” has finally, after decades of 
protests, agreed to change their name. 

But at the same time, as the 
Institute for Research and Education 
on Human Rights has previously 
reported, extreme right groups, such 
as the Boogaloo Bois, Proud Boys, 
Three Percenters, Oath Keepers, 
neo-Confederates, and other white 
nationalist and militia groups, have 
shown up as counter-protestors at 
these events. 

In the first 100 days since George 
Floyd’s death, the IREHR collected 
data on 136 of these confrontations. 
Simply put, more than once a day, the 
armed far right is afflicting anti-racist 
mobilisations. 

The research showed that the 
Boogaloo Bois liked to get on the 
street amid chaotic situations of all 
types. They were always visible in their 
Hawaiian shirt uniforms. They did not 
care what size the anti-racist protest 
was — if they could be there they would. 

Militiamen liked to outnumber 
the anti-racists. When anti-racists 
gathered by the thousand in Boise, 
Idaho, on 30 May, only one militiaman 
would show up as a distraction. The 
next day in the same town, 500 armed 
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militia members intimidated and 
harassed just 50 anti-racists. Boise 
remains contested territory. 

A map of incidents where the far 
right has turned up to counter-protest 
against Black Lives Matter or other 
racial justice demos (see graphic, 
right) was created by IREHR using 
its own data and data from Political 
Research Associates, based in 
Massachusetts. It shows that the racist 
counter-protestors showed up mostly 
where they were already strong. 

This strategy has been a success at 
mobilising a wide variety of existing 
white supremacist forces. But it has 
not provided a road for them to grow. 

Opposition to the health guidelines 
issued during the coronavirus 
pandemic has, however, provided 
white supremacists with an avenue for 
growth. Covid-19 has hit the US hard 
— it has the highest rate of infection of 
any industrial society. 

The US is now in the middle of a 
second spike of coronavirus cases, 
with more than 3.5 million cases at 
17 July, according to the New York 
Times. More than 138,000 have died. 
This time, the greatest growth in case 
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numbers has been in Florida, Texas 
and other states in the south and west 
of the US. 

While each day brings a new record 
number of infections, Americans fight 
over facemasks and whether or not 
to follow pandemic health science. 
Public health officials say wearing a 
simple cloth mask is one of the most 
basic ways to prevent the spread of 
the virus. After president Donald 
Trump eschewed facemasks, however, 
it became much easier for militias and 
other “no mask, re-open the economy” 
forces to go public and organise. 

In Belton, Missouri, in March, 
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Timothy Wilson was shot and killed 
when FBI agents went to arrest 
him for a plot to bomb a Kansas 
City hospital because patients were 
being treated for Covid-19. Wilson 
had previously discussed bombing a 
mosque, a synagogue and a group of 
black students, according to the FBI. 
A member of the Reopen Florida 
campaign promoted the Three Percent 
Republic of Florida militia group as a 
“freedom fighting group”. Similarly, 
a member of Reopen Pennsylvania 
distributed material from the South 
Carolina Lightfoot Militia Special 
Response Team in Michigan. A member 


Boogaloo Bois 
wearing Hawaiian 
shirts - and heavy 
weaponry (left). 
The map (below) 
shows where 

the far right has 
turned up to 
counter-protest 
against Black 
Lives Matter 

or other racial 
justice demos. An 
updated version 
can be found at 
is.gd/threatmap 


of Reopen Nebraska claimed to be “one 
of the militia leaders here in Nebraska”, 
and called for others to attend an 

event in Lincoln. A member of Reopen 
Missouri declared, “We are the three 
percent that will fight to keep America 
free and not be pushed around by 
communist [sic].” 

The list of militia groups involved 
in the “reopen” cause goes on and 
on. Research by IREHR in two 
reports — Coronavirus and the Militia 
Sphere, published in March, and 
Far-Right Militias and the Covid-19 
Insurrection, published in May, 
outline this trend. The IREHR has 
found that Reopen groups have grown 
to a total of 985, with more than 2.6 
million members. 

Their ideas have spread to the 
mainstream of Republican party 
thought and action. In Georgia, 
governor Brian Kemp suspended 
all facemask regulations and filed a 
lawsuit against the city of Atlanta, 
challenging its mask requirement, even 
though a federal report recommended 
that Georgia require facemasks in 
public. In Oklahoma, governor Kevin 
Stitt tested positive for the virus but 
said he still opposed a mask order. 

The immersion of the white 
supremacist far right inside public 
issues presents a challenge to all of us 
who are opposed to them. 

In recent years in the US, antifa 
groups have sprung up in every corner 
of the country. Their principle of 
action is to show up when the white 
supremacists show up. When possible, 
they like to have fistfights with the 
racists. But if the white supremacists 
show up as they did in Boise — outside 
antifa’s field of action and when anti- 
racists are small in number — the antifa 
groups strategy falls far short. 

Instead, we must all first follow 
the research on the far right, and 
then decide what to do. If there was a 
mass movement like the Black Lives 
Matter protests, but aimed directly 
against the white nationalists and 
the militias, the political space that 
the white supremacists enjoy would 


- begin to shrink. In the meantime, we 


must all build mass protests against 
these bigots — and find a way to target 
them when they are embedded in an 
issue of public controversy, like the 
coronavirus crisis. ® 
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Beijing passed 
cash to Pierre- 
Marie Hyvernat, 
but to what end? 
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lengthy espionage trial in France has 
uncovered further evidence of a foreign 
authoritarian regime funding the European 
far right. But this time the money trail 
leads to Beijing not Moscow. On 10 July 
two former officers of the French intelligence service 
DGSE were jailed for selling secrets to China. They had 
been arrested at the end of 2017 but the case took two 
and a half years to come to trial, and many details are still 
mysterious. DGSE combines the functions of Britain’s MI6 
and GCHQ intelligence agencies and SAS special forces. 

One of the former agents, Pierre-Marie Hyvernat, was 
arrested at Zurich airport carrying €25,000 in a bag. He 
has now been jailed fo: 12 years. He had regularly travelled 
to Mauritius, Sri Lanka and other far-flung locations where 
he met his Chinese handler to pass on intelligence in 
return for cash. 

Hyvernat’s career in the counter-espionage section of 
DGSE began in the mid-1970s and by the 1980s he had 
become a Middle East specialist. He was based for a while 
in Lebanon, tracking Soviet Union and Iranian agents, and 
later worked on missions to counter nuclear proliferation 
and track the development of chemical and biological 
weapons. By the mid-2000s Hyvernat’s career at DGSE had 
stalled and he was recalled to a relatively humble posting 
in Dijon, northeast France, having apparently discredited 
himself with wild conspiracy theories about international 
freemasonry, perhaps linked to his ultra-conservative 
Catholicism. 

After retiring from DGSE in 2016, Hyvernat set up 
a consultancy business and became more overt in his 
extremist politics. At the French parliamentary elections 


in June 2017, just six months before his arrest, Hyvernat 
was a candidate in the Sadne-et-Loire constituency for a 
fringe fascist party called Souveraineté, identité et libertés 
(Sovereignty, Identity and Freedoms -— Siel). 

Hyvernat’s fellow Siel candidate in Sadne-et-Loire 
was Ghislaine Launay, a municipal councillor elected 
in 2014 for Marine Le Pen’s fascist Front National. In 
2020 Launay controversially stood for two different local 
councils under two different names, for Le Pen’s renamed 
party, Rassemblement National. 

Her husband, Christian Launay has been an FN activist 
since the 1980s, first as part of then leader Jean-Marie 
Le Pen’s security team and more recently as a regional 
councillor and party president for the Burgundy region. 
Christian Launay is also involved in promoting the racist 
folksingers Les Brigandes. 

By the time of his arrest Hyvernat had been retired 
from French intelligence for more than a year, yet he was 
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A former French spy has been convicted in 
court of passing secrets to China in exchange 
for thousands of euros in cash. But was Beijing 
paying for intelligence or using the connection 
to channel money to the European far right? 
Stephen James investigates 


evidently still on the Chinese payroll. The question arises: 
were the Chinese paying him for scraps of information 
he could still pick up from his old service, or were they 
funnelling cash to the French far right? 

This possibility means we must look more closely at Siel. 
The party was founded in 2011 by Paul-Marie Cotiteaux, 
a “left-wing Gaullist” who was an MEP from 2004 to 
2010 on a eurosceptic slate, but who then worked to build 
bridges between the Le Pen movement and conservative 
eurosceptic politicians. 

In 2014 (allegedly at Marine Le Pen’s instigation) 
Cotiteaux was ousted from Siel’s leadership in favour 
of a former socialist of Algerian heritage named Karim 
Ouchikh, who converted from Islam to Roman Catholicism 
more than 20 years ago and is now a fervent Islamophobe. 
Ouchikh and Siel were part of a complicated structure 
created by Le Pen as a personal power base during her 
takeover of the FN, before its name change. Under the 
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umbrella name Rassemblement Bleu Marine, this network 
was useful for campaign finance purposes and was 
personally loyal to Le Pen. At the end of 2016 Ouchikh fell 
out with Florian Philippot, then a close advisor to Le Pen, 
and Siel pulled out of the Rassemblement Bleu Marine. 
On 9 November 2017, just a few weeks before Hyvernat 
was arrested, Ouchikh and Renaud Camus co-founded the 
National Council of European Resistance, disgracefully 
appropriating the name of the wartime resistance council 
founded by Charles De Gaulle and Jean Moulin. The 
idea of the new council was to “work for the defence 
of European civilisation” against the supposed “great 
replacement” by non-European immigrants — the now 
influential racist conspiracy theory set out by Camus. 
Other council members include Jean-Yves Le Gallou, a 
pagan and former MEP who split from the FN in the days 
of Jean-Marie Le Pen to join a rival party set up by former 
FN official Bruno Mégret. Le Gallou was a close associate of 
Dominique Venner, the French nazi intellectual and former 
Organisation Armée Secréte terrorist who committed 
suicide inside Notre Dame cathedral in 2013 but whose 
ideas remain influential among the elite of Europe’s far 
right. Other members included the ultra-conservative 
former Czech president Vaclav Klaus, Flemish fascist Filip 
Dewinter and former UKIP MEP Janice Atkinson. And 
curiously Cottteaux was also involved, despite his earlier 
split from Ouchikh. 


Replacement 


In 2019 Camus and Ouchikh contested the European 
elections with their own anti-immigration slate, more as a 
publicity stunt for the great replacement theory than with 
any expectation of winning. The number two candidate 

on their slate, 20 year old “yellow vest” activist Fiorina 
Lignier, was exposed by French journalists in a photograph 
showing her kneeling, hands clasped in prayer, before a 
giant swastika she had drawn in the sand. This led Camus 
to disavow his own campaign just before election day. 

In May this year, Camus was due to speak at the 2020 
conference of the white supremacist outfit American 
Renaissance in Tennessee, alongside veteran hatemongers 
Jared Taylor, Sam Dickson and Peter Brimelow. 

Due to extreme secrecy surrounding the spy trial, it 
is impossible to say to what extent China has financed 
French Islamophobes, though there is an obvious interest 
for Beijing in seeking to reduce European objections to 
their own vicious persecution of the Uighur Muslims in 
northwestern China. 

Yet given the fact that one of the convicted Chinese 
agents operated a company registered in London from 
2002 to 2005, it is surely time for some official attention 
to be paid to the possibility of Chinese involvement as 
well as the more obvious Russian involvement in far right 
European politics, including in Britain. 

Britain’s parliamentary intelligence and security 
committee is already due to look at the security and 
intelligence services’ record of dealing with far right 
terrorism, and it should also look at broader subversive 
activities including the propaganda that fuels such 
terrorism and those who fund that propaganda. e 
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Far right extremists have emerged inside an elite unit of Germany's armed forces. But 
it is anti-fascists who have lost out by being branded ‘extreme’, writes Siobhan Hyland 


A question of 


extremes 


scandal has hit 

the Special Forces 
Command (KSK) unit 
inside the German 
military. An officer of 
this unit is being investigated under 
suspicion of belonging to the extreme 
far right in Germany. The officer is a 
well established soldier, with several 
tours of duty in their career. 

The investigation, undertaken 
covertly, has recommended the officer 
be removed without notice from their 
position along with being barred 
from serving in the army, the Bild am 
Sonntag newspaper has reported. 

But this is not the only officer being 
investigated. Another two have been 
accused of making the Hitler salute 
at a party held by a third officer. One 
of the soldiers has been suspended, 
while the other remains under 
investigation. 


There is a wider concern that 
these are not isolated incidents, 
amid accusations that other soldiers 
are involved in the extreme right. 
The head of Germany’s military 
counterintelligence service, Christof 
Gramm, is investigating up to 20 
KSK soldiers who may have links 
to the extreme right, according 
to media reports. The German 
defence minister, Annegret Kramp- 
Karrenbauer, has stated that KSK 
must “counter any tendency towards 
radicalism”. 

Last year, Kramp-Karrenbauer 
floated the idea of young people 
undertaking a year of military-style 
service after leaving school, in a bid to 
tackle the lack of young recruits and 
encourage more young people to take 
up a military career. 

But amid the developing scandal of 
far right extremists among the special 


forces officers, it is very worrying that 
impressionable young people could be 
exposed to these ideas in the military. 

And while it is not yet clear how 
strong any action to tackle fascists 
within the special forces will be, a 
longstanding anti-fascist organisation 
has itself been tagged as “extremist” 
and lost its charitable status. 

The Association of Persecutees of 
the Nazi Regime/Federation of Anti- 
fascists (VVN-BdA) is an organisation 
that grew from the victims’ groups 
set up by opponents of the Nazis after 
the Second World War. It traces its 
origins back to the Nazi concentration 
camps, where inmates vowed to form 
an organisation after liberation to 
fight for a world without antisemitism, 
racism and Nazism. 

The group’s aims, stated on its 
website, are to “destroy nazism at its 
roots, to build a new world of peace 


Aryan Circle Germany comes around again 


A new neo-nazi 
group has come out 
of the woodwork in 
Schleswig-Holstein. 
Siobhan Hyland 
reports 
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new neo-nazi group called the Aryan Circle 
A Germany is operating in the country, the German 
anti-fascist magazine Antifaschistisches infoblatt 
has warned. The group was set up in July last year, in the 
German town of Bad Segeberg, according to state police in 
Schleswig-Holstein. 
The name is not a new one. The original Aryan Circle 
emerged in the US in 1985, as a Texan prison gang and 
an alternative organisation to the Aryan Brotherhood. As 
yet, there is no information to suggest the German and US 
groups are linked. : 
In March this year, police investigating the Aryan Circle 
Germany group raided 12 flats across different German 
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and freedom”. The early VVN met 
in Frankfurt, with members coming 
from both the East and the West of 
Germany. 

But last year, the VVN-BdA lost its 
charitable status, supposedly because it 
was a “leftwing extremist organisation”. 


training exercise 


states in an attempt to crack down on the newly formed 
extreme neo-nazi group. 

The police rounded up 12 suspects, ranging in age 
from 19 to 57, who were believed to be part of the group 
and searched their properties on suspicion of forming a 
criminal organisation. 

The group’s aims are understood to include carrying 
out xenophobic attacks on people as well as property. 
However, there is no evidence to suggest specific attacks 
had been planned. 

The police are keen to investigate the group to establish 
the roles of suspected members and Bernd Tédter, the 
alleged leader of the organisation. 
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KSK troops on a 


The withdrawal of charitable status has 
been controversial, with some financial 
authorities, such as those in the state of 
North Rhine-Westphalia, continuing to 
treat the organisation as a charity. The 
head of Berlin’s Green Party, Werner 
Graf, is among the political figures who 


Bernd Tédter 
(left) is the alleged 
leader of Aryan 
Circle Germany 
and has a history 
of fascist activity 


have protested at the VVN-BdA’s loss 
of charitable status, describing this as 
unfair. 

So far, it seems that the anti-fascists 
of the VVN-BdA are facing greater 
difficulties than far right officers inside 
the KSK. 


Todter is an associate of Stephan Ernst, who confessed 
to the murder of centre right CDU party member Walter 
Ltibcke, who was well known for his pro-refugee stance 
and had previously received threats to his life because 
of this. Tédter also set up the neo-nazi Sturm 18 group, 
which was banned in 2015. 

Other aspects of Aryan Circle Germany’s activities 


are also coming to light. In March this year, a defendant 
known as Marcel S (surname unavailable under German 
law) went on trial on 12 counts of serious assault. One of 
these involves using an irritant gas against two people 
who were attempting to remove Aryan Circle stickers in 
Segeberg, Schleswig-Holstein. 
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Paul Jackson 


Our regular commentator looks at the small but 
very violent new nazi groups following the ideology 
that has become known as “accelerationism” 


Accelerated hate 


n July 2020, Britain’s home secretary proscribed of respectability, such as Britain First. They engage in a 
the neo-nazi group, Feuerkrieg Division. This is the wide range of activities, from putting up racist stickers on 
most recent in a series of efforts to ban neo-nazi campuses, to running military training camps for their core 
activism in Britain that began with the proscription activists or sharing material useful for terrorism online. 
of National Action in December 2016, followed by They are small in number and each group usually attracts 
further bans on Scottish Dawn and NS131 in September followers in the tens or — at best — the low hundreds. This 
2017 and on Sonnenkrieg Division in February 2020. does not mean they pose no risk, as small groups with a 
These groups also share an outlook that has become known high level of belief in extremist ideology are more likely to 
as accelerationist — and it is important to understand their become violent. 
underpinning ideas. Broadly speaking, the ideal of “accelerationism” as 
Before 2016, no extreme right group had been banned in a mode of radical action entered into extreme right 
this way and the nearest equivalent was the use of Defence discourses through the work of the radical philosopher 
Regulation 18b to crush Mosley’s British Union of Fascists Nick Land, among others. His writings from the 1990s 
during the Second World War. onwards promoted the idea of “accelerating” tendencies 
These new efforts to outlaw neo-nazi youth organisations ._________ towards destruction that he saw in late capitalism, in order 
highlight both the benefits and pitfalls of trying to restrict Jack Renshaw to create a new, post-capitalist society. 
extremist groups in this way. Proscribing specific groups speaks at a Essays by Land, such as “The Dark Enlightenment”, 
sends a clear message that such extremism is not to be National Action from 2013, were picked up by the US extreme right in the 
tolerated, yet the process takes time and often targets groups demonstration 2010s and helped to give some intellectual underpinning to 


that are already in decline. Meanwhile, the underpinning 
culture that has generated the groups lives on. Doing more 
to monitor and tackle this culture, rather than focusing on 
single groups, is crucial to countering some of the most 
aggressive forms of extreme right activism. 

The neo-nazi organisations that have been banned in 
Britain in recent years are part of a wider, international set 
of networks that are often dubbed “accelerationist”. They 
include Atomwaffen Division in the US, the transnational 
network The Base and Antipodean Resistance in Australia. 

The accelerationists are distinctive in the way they 
venerate violent ideals and recycle older Nazi-era and 
neo-nazi materials, such as those from the American Nazi 
Party, to develop a highly distinctive mode of activism. 
Leaders from earlier generations, from Hitler himself to 
George Lincoln Rockwell, are given hero status. 

In principle at least, accelerationist groups are aiming 
at something youthful and dynamic. They are distinct 
from groups with an older following that aim for a degree 
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the notion of accelerating destruction to help create a new 
era. However, these broader themes have been taken in a 
more specific direction by the extreme right. 

For neo-nazis, themes of accelerating the destruction of 
one society in order to found a new one could be developed 
into potent slogans to help justify their own sense of the 
need for an apocalyptic destruction of an old order in order 
to foster a new society. The development of accelerationist 
perspectives in neo-nazi circles has drawn on a wide range 
of more typical sources. 

These include the writings of James Mason, a former 
activist of the 1960s American Nazi Party. His newsletter 
from the 1980s, Siege, is now available online as a PDF 
book that is promoted by accelerationist groups. Its deeply 
antisemitic and neo-nazi outlook calls for violent revolution. 
Mason himself became a star of the movement, an older 
figure endorsing the extremism of a younger generation. 
This rediscovery of Mason by accelerationists is an example 
of how the movement draws on the neo-nazi past to help 
create its own extremist current in the present day. 

Some aspects of the movement are steeped in an occult 
outlook, as well as a neo-nazi one. For example, parts 
of the accelerationist milieu are drawn to a Satanist 
mythology called the Order of the Nine Angles, as set 
out in the book Hostia: Secret Teachings of the Order 
of Nine Angles. This cultic perspective has been linked 
to longtime British neo-nazi activist David Myatt and 
idealises a range of taboo figures, including Hitler. 
According to its mythology, society is reaching the end 
of one aeon of time, and through radical action a new era 


when the day comes, 
me will not ask 
whether you smung to the cight 
Ot Whether you swung to the ieft: 
we will simply sming ypu 
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The ideal of “accelerationism” as a mode 
of radical action entered into extreme 
right discourses through the work of the 
radical philosopher Nick Land,among 
others. His writings promoted the idea 
of “accelerating” tendencies towards 
destruction that he saw in late capitalism 


Sonnenkrieg 
Division’s 
violent online 
propaganda 


can emerge. In Britain, Sonnenkrieg Division was very 
interested in this radical outlook, as were some members 
of Atomwaffen Division in the US. This interest in mythic 
elements highlights the way neo-nazi accelerationism can 
incorporate cultic themes in its outlook. 

To summarise, accelerationism has a wide range of 
ideological underpinnings that are rooted in neo-nazi 
subcultures, and these gravitate around fantasies of 
accelerating the destruction of one order to help a new 
one emerge. They are typically fascist in their ideological 
outlook as they fantasise about the birth of a new time that 
will preserve the future of the white race, which they see as 
facing existential threat from a hidden Jewish conspiracy. 
These are very dangerous themes, and can be used to 
justify extreme violence. 

While some accelerationist groups are based in a 
single country, overall this movement has become highly 
transnational. In the past few years, its activists have 
created online hubs, such as Iron March and Fascist 
Forge, while materials created by accelerationist groups 
can be shared in anonymous online spaces, as well as via 
more permissive social media networks such as Telegram 
and Gab. 

The Base is one part of this neo-nazi accelerationist 
milieu. Founded in 2018, it derived its name from al- 
Qaeda, highlighting the movement’s admiration for overtly 
violent and terroristic strategies. The Base is steeped in 
ideals promoting the end of the existing order and the 
formation of a new world, based on neo-nazi themes. 

Its founder, Rinaldo Nazzaro, a former FBI analyst 

who now lives in Russia, created The Base as a network 
for accelerationism, allowing anonymous discussion 
between those attracted to the outlook and encouraging 
paramilitary training activities. 

In January 2020, the Guardian revealed Nazzaro’s 
identity and more has become known about the network 
through investigative work by the BBC’s Daniel De Simone. 
The Base sought to help bring together accelerationist 
groups and others drawn to the violently revolutionary 
perspective. It tried to cultivate a small but dedicated 
following, with a smaller number of more committed 
activists, rather than seeking mass appeal. 

The names of specific accelerationist groups have also 
been developed internationally, as they act as brand 
identities for neo-nazi youth cultures in Europe, the US 
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and elsewhere. For example, the US group Atomwaffen 
Division has inspired the establishment of new groups in 
Europe, such as AWD Deutschland, founded in Germany 
in 2018. In 2019, activists linked to this group were alleged 
to have sent death threats to two Green party politicians 

in Germany. AWD Deutschland members have also been 
photographed holding an Atomwaffen Division flag outside 
Wewelsburg Castle, which during the Nazi era was the 
heart of Heinrich Himmler’s SS. 

Feuerkrieg Division, the most recent of these groups to 
be proscribed in Britain, became better known in 2020 
when it was revealed that its leader was a 13 year old boy 
who lived in Estonia. He used the name Commander, 
helped recruit members and shared material online that 
included bomb-making instructions. 

However, given that Feuerkrieg Division is a fairly 
decentralised network of like-minded figures, the 
media’s description of this unnamed youth as Feuerkrieg 
Division’s overall leader was somewhat misleading. More 
broadly, like other similar groups, Feuerkrieg Division 
has promoted the ideas of Mason and idealises violence 
through slogans such as “White jihad”. It has been active 
elsewhere in Europe, including Germany, as well as in 
South Africa, Australia and the US. 

Accelerationist themes lead not just to the idealisation of 
violence but also to violent acts. For example, five murders 
have been linked to those active in the US Atomwaffen 
Division group. The accelerationist discourse can also 
be found in some of the most extreme examples of far 
right violence, such as the manifesto of Brenton Tarrant, 
who killed 51 people in Christchurch, New Zealand, in 
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Feuerkrieg Division became better 
known in 2020 when it was revealed that 
its leader was a 13 year old boy. He used 
the name Commander, helped recruit 
members and shared material online 
that included bomb-making instructions 


Far right killer 


Thomas Mair 
(left) is a hero 
to some of the 
accelerationist 
grouplets 
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March 2019. This manifesto featured a section titled, 
“Destabilisation and Accelerationism: tactics for victory” 
that suggested violence as the only way to hasten the end of 
one society and the emergence of a new one. 

Closer to home, terrorist attacks have been plotted by 
members of Britain’s National Action and in the past few 
years a string of activists linked to this group have received 
sentences in British courts. These include Jack Renshaw, 
who was jailed for life last year after plotting to kill Labour 
MP Rosie Cooper. National Action also idealised Thomas 
Mair, who murdered another Labour MP, Jo Cox, in 2016. 

Those linked to other accelerationist groups, such 
as Sonnenkrieg Division, have also been convicted of 
terrorism-related offences. Accelerationism idealises 
strength and confrontation, and while most activists stop 
short of engaging in acts of aggression it is clear that some 
of those who are influenced by this movement can cross 
over into carrying out acts of extreme violence. 

The British government’s decision to proscribe a series of 
these accelerationist groups has some positive consequences. 
It sends out a signal that their highly antisemitic and 
racist worldview is unacceptable, and that their actions 
are dangerous. It encourages the police and others to take 
seriously the risks such groups pose. The decision to ban 
accelerationist groups has undoubtedly helped to limit their 
impact in Britain and it is likely that this policy will result in 
further bans on similar groups as they emerge. Proscribing 
future accelerationist organisations will prove effective in 
terms of disrupting the movement’s impact. 


Underlying 


However, government bans alone will not prevent new 
groups steeped in neo-nazi accelerationist culture from 
emerging — and the bans often lag behind the latest 
developments. While individual groups can be proscribed, 
countering the underlying milieu that generates them is 
not so easy. Each group is a product of this constantly 
shifting underlying culture, so simply focusing on the 
individual groups is a limited response. 

This accelerationist neo-nazi culture needs to be 
carefully monitored, to assess the ongoing risks it poses, 
even though the numbers drawn to it are ultimately quite 
small. Addressing the reasons why this type of extremism 
can appeal, especially to young men, is also crucial. Future 
groups that are proscribed in this way are likely to be those 
that are on the way out anyway, while others that are still 
evolving in online spaces will pose new risks. ¢ 
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Bolton wonders 


White House insider John Bolton's book sheds new light on the regime of far right US 
president Donald Trump. It's a guide to the incomprehensible, says Colin Schindler 


The Room Where it 
Happened: A White 
House Memoir 


John Bolton, £25 


ormer US national security 
advisor John Bolton is the 
hawks’ hawk, a maximalist 
who takes no prisoners — 
someone who even worried 
US president Donald Trump with his 
views. A neoconservative veteran of 
the administrations led by Ronald 
Reagan, George Bush senior and 
George “Dubya” Bush junior, he was 
never afraid to shout his opinions. 

Now, as Trump’s former advisor, 
he has written an insider’s analysis 
of recent history. It will be valued as 
a source book by future scholars and 
students. 

Bolton has his dislikes and critical 
targets, describing Jared Kushner, 
Trump’s son in law and senior advisor, 
as lightweight and inconsequential, 
and describing Nikki Haley, the 
former US ambassador to the UN, as 
an opportunist whom he originally 
believed was positioning herself to 
displace the incumbent Mike Pence 
as the Republican vice-presidential 
candidate for the 2020 election. 

There is surprisingly little detail 
about Israel in Bolton’s book, given 
that he is a staunch admirer of the 
country’s prime minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, and virtually nothing 
about the Palestinians and the West 
Bank settlements — apart from the 
fact that Trump, Russian president 
Vladimir Putin and Netanyahu all 
wanted to end the Iranian presence in 
Syria, albeit for different reasons. 

While Bolton vehemently opposes 
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the Russians and views the country’s 
leadership as the KGB in civilian 
clothing, he describes Putin as “totally 
in control, calm, self-confident”. And 
Bolton says he didn’t look forward to 
leaving Trump alone with him. It is 
clear that Putin is obsessively irritated 
by Bill Browder, the US-born financier 
now living in Britain and instigator of 
the Magnitsky Act, US legislation that 
targets the Kremlin’s henchmen and 
their misdemeanours. 

Bolton paints a pastiche of many 
contemporary issues. The EU is 
depicted as George III — the king who 
lost the American colonies in 1776 
— and Brexit is portrayed as akin to 
the American War of Independence. 
Bolton surmises that Iran quietly 
kept its nuclear ambitions alive after 


Donald Trump's 


regime does not 
emerge well from 
John Bolton's 
book 


2004 and points to the attempted 
sanitising of facilities at Turquzabad, 
Lavizan and Parchin. He therefore 
strongly supports Trump’s withdrawal 
from former US president Barack 
Obama’s agreement with Tehran. As 
for Venezuela, Bolton believes that it 
is the Cubans who really run president 
Nicolas Maduro’s regime. 

The book is more The West 
Wing than rightwing and Trump’s 
vindictiveness permeates it. His wife, 
Melania Trump, and her ladies at 
his court, are portrayed as a modern 
reincarnation of Anne Boleyn and her 
circle at the court of Henry VIII. 


Promote 


Trump wanted to promote staffer 
Kelly Sadler when she publicly 
voiced the sentiment that respected 
Republican senator John McCain was 
of no consequence — while he was 
dying of a brain tumour. 

He told China’s president for life 
Xi Jinping that he was the greatest 
Chinese leader in 300 years and 
regarded the status of Hong Kong 
as merely a domestic matter. Trump 
also opposed sanctions over the fate 
of the persecuted Muslim Uighurs 
and wanted any remembrance of the 
Tiananmen Square massacre in 1989 
to be silently interred. 

Bolton, on the other hand, warned 
Trump that technology giant Huawei 
was little more than an arm of the 
Chinese intelligence service. 

It seems Bolton always knew he 
would not survive for any length of 
time, yet he managed almost 18 
months as national security advisor 
in Trump’s chaotic, revolving-door 
White House. The Room Where it 
Happened caters for those who wish 
to comprehend the incomprehensible 
in modern politics. ® 
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No ordinary Joe 


An old stalwart of the 1970s National Front has reappeared from the shadows. 
Stephen James looks at the past, present and possible future of Joe Pearce 


he heavyweight division of British fascism 
lacks a credible contender, so an old bruiser 
is back in training. Joseph Pearce is now 59 
years old and for almost 20 years has held 
academic posts at Catholic colleges in the 
US. Since 2014 he has been at Aquinas College, run by the 
Dominican Sisters of St Cecilia, in Nashville, Tennessee. 

Searchlight readers will better remember this eminent 
intellectual as Joe Pearce, editor of National Front youth 
paper Bulldog, one of the most thuggish publications in the 
history of British fascism, for which Pearce was twice jailed 
during the 1980s. 

It was after his second prison sentence that Pearce 
appeared to renounce party politics in favour of a 
reactionary brand of Catholicism. But as he approaches 
retirement from academe, Pearce has been dipping his 
toe back into stagnant political waters on this side of the 
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Joe Pearce in his 


National Front 
days (in long 
sleeved black 
Shirt, right) and in 
more recent times 
(below left) 
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Atlantic. Earlier this year he gave an interview to Niall 
McConnell, a young Irishman who has entered far right 
politics, apparently backed by Roberto Fiore, leader of 
Forza Nuova, an especially militant Italian fascist party. 

Pearce and Fiore knew each other well more than 30 
years ago, though they ended up in rival NF factions 
just before Pearce emigrated to the US. More recently 
they have had friends in common among well heeled 
reactionary Catholic donors. Fiore’s man in London is 
Michael Fishwick, a former colleague of Pearce on the NF’s 
directorate. 

When Fiore and other violent young fascists arrived in 
Britain as fugitives from Italian justice almost 40 years 
ago, they were provided with safe houses by Steve Brady of 
the League of St George, who remains Pearce’s closest ally 
on the British far right. Brady has written several articles in 
recent years for Pearce’s St Austin Review, unhindered by 
not being a Catholic. In fact Brady has long had close ties 
to Loyalist paramilitaries as well as to international nazi 
networks. 

There’s one obstacle to Pearce’s political comeback, 
however. His potential allies hate each other. 


Pearce has a big decision to make. If 

he returns to British fascist politics he 
could become effective leader very 
quickly — but of what? Whichever 
faction he joins will lead to Pearce being 
repudiated by the other 
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Fiore and his Irish YouTube whizzkid pal McConnell 
remain close to former British National Party leader Nick 
Griffin and his business advisor Jim Dowson, who are 
setting up their own new party in alliance with crazed 
Islamophobe Jayda Fransen, formerly of Britain First. 

These are people Steve Brady wouldn’t touch with a 
bargepole, or even an Orange Order or NF banner pole. 
Brady’s political allies in 2020 are still his old mates from 
the NF’s Flag Group faction: Mark Cotterill of Heritage 
and Destiny (for whom Brady writes under a pseudonym), 
former BNP MEP Andrew Brons and retired printer Tom 
Acton. All of them are hostile to Griffin and Dowson. 

Pearce has a big decision to make. If he returns to British 
fascist politics he could become effective leader very 
quickly — but of what? Whichever faction he joins will lead 
to Pearce being repudiated by the other. And the ageing 
thug from Barking, east London, can rest assured that 
some anti-fascists have long memories. 

While the old champion sheds his ring rust, another 
young pretender has his own troubles. Former BNP youth 
leader and publicity director Mark Collett has still not 
registered his new organisation, Patriotic Alternative, 
with the Electoral Commission, and every week seems to 
bring more bitter splits and accusations on social media 
networks from people Collett had once counted as allies. 

By now Patriotic Alternative was supposed to be a fully 
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functioning political party, but in addition to restrictions 
and delays relating to the Covid-19 crisis, it has run into 

the usual problem of the British far right — the vicious 
personality disorders of leading activists. On 19 September 
Collett plans to hold his third Patriotic Alternative 
conference, in the Manchester area. His first was on 7 
September last year, near Accrington, Lancashire, and his 
second on 14 March this year, near Heathrow, west London. 

Several big names have already been pushed out of 
Patriotic Alternative — or jumped. These include prolific 
YouTuber Colin Robertson (aka “Millennial Woes”), Lucy 
Brown, who has a strange and some say suspicious record 
of pushing herself to the forefront of far right groups and 
then staging dramatic fallouts, Holocaust denier Alison 
Chabloz and Simon Melia, once associated with the banned 
terrorist group National Action. Collett has for a long time 
dissociated himself from National Action, and this is one 
reason why he is now distant from former backers Michael 
Woodbridge and Larry Nunn (of the National Action- 
linked Western Spring). 

Collett has risen before in nazi organisations — but has 
ended up falling from a great height. At one BNP annual 
conference in Blackpool, word about his extracurricular 
activities involving under-age girls spread rapidly among 
delegates — and as a result of loose tongues Searchlight was 
able to reveal what had gone on. Collett and his colleague 
David Hannam suffered disciplinary action in December 
2006, although the party leadership avoided putting details in 
writing in a letter that was likely to be circulated widely. 

Collett would be Pearce’s third option and, despite 
recent splits, he seems to have a more serious organisation 
than either the Fiore-Griffin-Dowson gang or the Brady- 
Brons-Cotterill faction. But there is no evidence that Collett 
and Pearce have ever had any dealings. They might seem 
obvious allies, but egomaniac Collett is unlikely to welcome 
aboard an experienced rival leader such as Pearce, even 
one long retired from party politics. 


Operations 


One very big obstacle facing anybody wishing to set up 
a new far right party is the success of the Home Office 
and police counter-terrorism intelligence gatherers. 
Their operations have resulted in a series of arrests 
across the country of well known suspects belonging to 
groups such as National Action and Britain First, as well 
as the apparent departure for foreign climes of “Tommy 
Robinson” (real name Stephen Yaxley-Lennon”). 

If Pearce is to remain true to his Catholic faith he would 
have to negotiate a course through dangerous political 
waters, especially if the police and intelligence services are 
tempted to dig out files concerning his relationship with a 
Special Branch officer who was handing him intelligence 
to pass to the Libyan People’s Bureau — the country’s 
embassy — in London in the early 1980s. 

That was around the time of the murder of police 
officer Yvonne Fletcher, who was shot by a Libyan sniper 
firing into a crowd of Libyan exiles protesting outside the 
People’s Bureau office against Colonel Muammar Gaddafi’s 
brutal regime. e 
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enior trade union officials 
from Brazil, the US, India 
and Britain discussed the 
threat of the far right in 
their respective countries 
as part of the TUC Organise 2020 
event, which was held online this year 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

The event is aimed at rebuilding the 
collective strength of the trade union 
movement, with a focus on organising. 
It was no surprise that combating the 
rise of the far right internationally 
would be a key session. 

The speakers gave updates on the 
political situation in their countries, the 
impact of Covid-19 and government 
responses, and the strategies their 
trade unions and sister organisations 
were using to combat the far right in 
workplaces and communities. They 
also discussed how best to confront 
institutional racism and crucially how 
we can build international solidarity. 

Patrick Roach, general secretary of 
the NASUWT teachers’ union, chaired 


rights to follow. Simplistic, anti- 
migrant, xenophobic, misogynistic, 
authoritarian messaging had been 
successful during this period. We 
faced a worse economic crisis now, 
with an accompanying health crisis, 
Chidi said, noting that this could 
present a “pivotal moment” and a 
chance to “turn the tide”. 

The Black Lives Matter movement 
was part of a recognition that real 
change had to come. Chidi suggested 
that this most challenging of times 
allowed for the building of a “working 
class consciousness” and a “new, 
broad-based movement”, calling for 
workers to have their “fair share, 
environmental justice, gender, race 
and class justice”. 

Tefere Gebre, executive vice- 
president of the AFL-CIO trade union 
federation in the US, discussed the 
large numbers who had been infected 
and the deaths from Covid-19. The 
virus itself did not discriminate 
racially, he said. Health inequalities, 


Tefere echoed Chidi in saying this was 
the time for action, not just slogans, 
and that it was imperative to be part of 
the solution to ensure that real change 
could happen. 

The general secretary of Brazil’s 
CUT trade union organisation, 
Carmen Foro, spoke of the critical 
situation in the country, where 
the pandemic had followed a 2016 
coup. And in 2018 Brazil had been 
rated the 10th worst country for 
workers’ rights in the world by the 
International Labour Organisation. 
Indigenous populations were suffering 
particularly, living outside cities 
in very precarious and insanitary 
conditions where the virus was now 
spreading. Meanwhile, agricultural 
workers who grew 70% of Brazil’s 
food were self-employed and were 
receiving no salary. 

The rightwing government of 
Jair Bolsonaro “denies the disease 
is a serious problem and advertises 
medications with no proven efficacy”, 


Unions go global 


Trade unionists from around the world discussed the international impact of the 
far right at an event organised by the TUC. Cathy Pound listened to the debate 


the session and outlined the climate 
in which trade unions are operating 
where Covid-19 has so clearly exposed 
inequalities that have been exacerbated 
through austerity, privatisation and 
the increasing casualisation of work. 
Emergency measures brought in to 
tackle the coronavirus crisis around 
the world were a cause for concern, 
with workers’ rights in the firing line, 
he noted. 

Chidi King, director of equality 
at the International Trade Union 
Confederation, outlined how 
rightwing populist politicians had 
stepped in to present themselves as 
“saviours” when the financial crash 
of 2008 had led to job losses and 
insecurity, with years of austerity and 
attacks on trade unions and workers’ 
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not genetic differences, meant 

black people had been hit harder 

by Covid-19, through numerous, 
interdependent inequalities arising 
from 400 years of racism. Tefere 
noted that the US might be the 
country best protected against a 
military attack but the least prepared 
for a pandemic. 


Systemic 


The building that Tefere worked in 

had been draped with a 60-foot Black 
Lives Matter banner, but he reminded 
us that racism was systemic. You 

could “take the guns from the police” 
but must not shy away from difficult 
conversations about racism being 
embedded in society — including within 
trade union organisations, he said. 


she said. In these challenging times, 
the trade unions’ strategy had been 

to build broad coalitions with social 
movements with a clear agenda and a 
simple demand for a universal basic 
income as well as the impeachment of 
Bolsonaro. Carmen said international 
solidarity had really helped and called 
for continued support. 

NH Priya Garnaik, national 
working committee executive member 
for youth at the Indian National Trade 
Union Congress (INTUC), spoke of 
the far right ideology that was now 
driving Indian politics. Trade unions 
had been fighting poor working 
conditions before the Covid-19 
pandemic, using the courts to enforce 
the law that there should be equal pay 
for equal work. 


Autumn 2020 


There had also been repeated strikes, 
with a national strike on 3 July called 
over the lack of health or financial 
protection for workers during the 
coronavirus crisis, when many workers 
had received no wages for four months. 
Priya noted that trade unionists had 
been using digital platforms such as 
WhatsApp to communicate widely, but 
with such a huge population and high 
levels of poverty many people in India 
had no internet access. 


Change 


Tefere argued that it was important 
to focus on “how we educate for racial 
justice” so there would be change and 
a lasting legacy after the pandemic 
and the international Black Lives 
Matter protest movement that had 
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sprung up around the world after the 
police killing of George Floyd in the 
US. When the street protests ended, 
there must be “a flame that does not 
burn out”, he said. This did not mean 
merely “issuing a press statement”. If 
the trade unions were going to lead 
and demonstrate that they wanted 
real change, they had to include racial 
justice as a core part of their work, with 
time and a budget allocated to it. 
Patrick called for trade unionists 
to amplify the voices of their sister 
unions internationally by sharing 
their struggles and building global 
workers’ solidarity in the way the 
far right was able to operate so 
successfully internationally. The need 
for the trade union and wider social 
movements to use digital platforms as 
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successfully as the far right populists 
and mainstream media did was 
paramount, he said. 

This was also the time to have 
difficult conversations in all our 
institutions, Patrick added. If this 
meant being seen as “annoying” in 
order that inequalities — and especially 
the racial inequalities exposed by 
Covid-19 — were finally addressed, 
rather than tolerated and accepted 
as inevitable, it was time to “be 
annoying”, he said. Being present 
and not speaking out was no longer 
an option. Black lives matter — and 
black workers matter — because with 
equality, everyone would benefit, 
Patrick said. This was a struggle 
for all working people and all our 
communities. e 
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An inspiration 
for young people 


Anti-racist activist Noel Martin, who was viciously attacked by racists, set up an 
exchange programme for young people. Tammy Berliner remembers him 


oel Martin, an anti-racist activist whose 
injuries left him quadriplegic after a racist 
attack while working in Germany in 1996, 
has died in his home city of Birmingham 
aged 60. Martin was left paralysed from the 
neck down when, on 16 June 1996, two nazis chased him in 
his car and threw a 6kg cement block through his window 
as they overtook at high speed. Martin lost control of his 
vehicle and crashed into a tree. 

He had been working in the construction industry in 
Mahlow, a small town on Berlin’s southern boundary with 
the state of Brandenburg. He had stopped to make a phone 
call and was verbally abused by a group of nazis. As he left, 
two of the nazis stole a car to follow him. Sandro R (surname 
withheld under German law), aged 17, who threw the rock, 
was sentenced to five years in prison. The car driver, Mario 
P, aged 24, got eight years. But Martin’s “sentence” lasted 
a lifetime. He spent two years in hospital and then suffered 
constant pain, requiring round the clock care. 

After the attack, he dedicated his life to fighting racism. In 
2001 he started an exchange scheme for young people from 
Brandenburg and Birmingham. In 2008 he set up the Noel 
and Jacqueline Martin Fund, which has been running the 
programme since then. One of the organisers of the British 
end of the scheme was Lincoln Moses. He told German 
broadcaster Deutsche Welle that Martin never talked about 
the attack but “about the work he did in Germany prior to the 
attack and how the majority of people he met were very nice 
to him”. Moses added, “He was more or less legendary in the 
way he tried to inspire young people not to have any form of 
negative influence controlling their lives.” 

Neither perpetrator has shown any remorse, and Martin 
had dismissed them from his own thoughts by 2006, when 
he told Der Spiegel magazine, “Thinking about those two 
would be a waste of time. God and life will deal with them.” 

He offered more reflection in an interview 10 years later. 
“One day they will get their punishment, when they’re old. 
At some point their daughter or granddaughter will come 
home with a black person and say, ‘Dad, this is the person I 
love — and youre too old to do anything about it.’ That will 
be their punishment.” 

His partner Jacqueline cared for him after the attack. They 
married shortly before her own death from cancer in 2000. 


dedicated his life 
to fighting racism 
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Noel Martin, who 


Jacqueline’s death marked another turning point in Martin’s 
life. A year later, he returned to Mahlow for the first time, to 
take part in a demonstration against racism and xenophobia. 

It was then, after a meeting with Brandenburg state 
premier Manfred Stolpe, that he launched his exchange 
scheme, which changed the lives of numerous young people 
from Birmingham and Brandenburg. Moses explained, “Some 
of them had never been out of the country before. They were 
low-income, some were Jamaican, some Irish, some English.” 

During the trips, which attracted some media attention in 
Germany, youngsters would stay with host families, visit the 
German parliament, meet local politicians and occasionally 
take part in summer festivals. “Noel was very inspirational,” 
said Moses. “He was a philosopher of life, he spoke of all the 
positive things, he tried to bring everyone together.” 

Martin was a valiant fighter who will be greatly missed. @ 
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